[Severe mutilations of the hand. Preliminary evaluation of a study of 24 cases in an African milieu].
Mutilations of the hand are very frequent in Africa. More than any other disease, they destroy the hopes for a normal active life. The authors report the preliminary results of a study of 28 severe mutilations occurring between September 1983 and December 1985. The principal cause was traumatic, dominated by work accidents and household accidents. In the majority of cases, the anatomical defect was severe, but not always proportional to the functional and psycho-social repercussions. The inadequacies of the final result do not always depend on the simple and effective techniques used, but rather on a lack of appropriate rehabilitation and ignorance of the patient's needs, which include aesthetic aspects.